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PREFACE

1860, making extracts from parish registers in

West Somerset, where my father was beneficed,
a pursuit followed up with some success a few years
later in my own county of Derbyshire. At that time
the only work on the subject was 7%e History of
Parish Registers in England, by Mr. ]J. S. Burn,
published in 1829. A second edition, considerably
extended, was issued in 1862. With the latter were-
incorporated the salient points of the same writer’s
brief book entitled History of the Fleet Registers.
Mr. Burn’s book, long since out of print, is still of
value, and contains a variety of legal information,
but it is ill digested throughout and confusedly
arranged.

In 1870 Mr. R. E. Chester Waters reprinted a
pamphlet on parish registers from the pages of 7/e
Home and Foreign Review. A few years later, 1
learnt, through a friend, of Mr. Waters’ intention to
extend and reprint his treatise, and, knowing how
he was crippled by infirmities, I put a variety of
extracts at his disposal and gave some assistance
in other ways. The book issued by Mr. Chester
Waters in 1882, under the title of Parish Registers
in England, their History and Contents, had become

vii

I T is just half a century since I began, in the year
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expanded from a pamphlet of three sheets into a
compact little volume of 122 pages. This work; a
great improvement upon the straggling chapters
of Burn’s bigger book, was much appreciated, es-
pecially by the clergy; but it has been long out of
print, and difficult to procure through second-hand
agencies.

Meanwhile, I kept steadily before my mind the
hope of producing a book which, whilst based upon
the labours of my predecessors, Burn and Waters,
should strike out a wider line of its own, and aim
at a better arrangement and at a fuller explanation
of unusual points. At last, after many interruptions,
literary and otherwise, the idea has matured, and
these pages are put forth with a fair amount of
hope that they may prove useful and helpful to
those who desire to have a better understanding
of parochial registers.

Another book on this subject was produced in
1908, of the highest value and yet in no sense
clashing with this work or causing me to falter in
my task, which had then made considerable advance.
[ allude to Mr. Arthur Meredyth Burke’s volume
called 4 Key to the Ancient Parish Registers of
England and Wales. In the following year a supple-
ment of addenda and corrigenda was also issued.
The object of this laborious work is to provide
those who have reason to consult parish registers
with an easy and reliable guide as to the period
covered by each of them, and also with information
as to their having been printed, if such has been the
case. It is only those who hive had occasion to
consult such registers who are aware how common
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are the blunders as to their dates in the usual local
works of reference.

In conjunction with Mr. Burke, a particular
endeavour has for the first time been made to
definitely settle the long vexed question as to the
existence of parochial registers prior to the year (1538)
when Thomas Cromwell first ordered them to be
kept. The number of these early examples has
hitherto always been exaggerated. Each instance
is discussed in the last chapter, and they prove to
be under a score, instead of upwards of forty. Of
the two which are the oldest—Tipton, 1513, and
Altham, 1518—full details are given.

It is foreign to my purpose to discuss the advis-
ability or methods of changing the custody of the
parish registers in these pages, but no one can be
more impressed than myself with the culpable care-
lessness shown, and continued to be shown, by a
minority of the beneficed clergy as to their safe
keeping. In three instances, early registers from
which I took various extracts within the last thirty
years have hopelessly disappeared. The large
number of registers lost since the Blue Book of 1833
is discussed with some detail in the last chapter.

As to Bishops’ Transcripts, no words can be too
strong as to the scandal of their condition. Mr.
Waters’ statement of 1882 is amply warranted:
“They present a lamentable picture of episcopal
negligence, parochial parsimony, and official rapa-
city.” It would be useful if some genealogist would
undertake a systematic work on their often pitiful
remains.

To comply with the requirements of my long-
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suffering publishers, and a generally expressed wish
that this book should be of modest dimensions, severe
excision has been used. Less than half of the original
number of selected extracts have survived the process
of sifting.

No reference will be found to Briefs in these pages,
though long lists appear on the fly-sheets of some
registers. Those desirous of following up this
subject are referred to an excellent and exhaustive
volume issued by Mr. W. A. Bewes in 1896, entitled
Church Briefs.

The details as to visitations of the plague, set forth
at some length from the registers in Chapter IX,
will be found to correct some of the exaggerations
and misstatements of local historians, notably in the
case of Derby.

With regard to assistance in bringing out this
book, my gratitude is in the first place due to the
Rev. R. M. Serjeantson, who has not only supplied
a large number of Northamptonshire register extracts,
but has also carefully read the proofs. In the next
place it is a pleasure to thank Mr. Burke for his
generous kindness and help; without the aid of his
Key, and his personal supervision, the appendixes
could not have been produced. Many of the clergy
have been most courteously prompt in their replies
to troublesome queries. Among them I should like
to mention the Rev. ]J. F. Monckton, vicar of
Sinnington ; the Rev. T. S. Lea, rector of Penkevil;
the Rev. G. B. R. de Jersey, vicar of Kingsbury;
the Rev. S. G. H. Sargeant, vicar of Nonington ;
the Rev. C. Swatridge, rector of Thurlton; the Rev.
G. S. Biddulph, vicar of Stretton Grandison; and
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_more especially the Rev. H. H. Whitaker, the vicar
of Altham.

I am hopeful ere long of producing a companion
volume on Churchwardens’ Accounts, of which a
large number of pre-Reformation. examples (many
quite unknown) remain, including also Constables’
and Poor Accounts. Towards this book considerable
preparations have been made. I shall be particularly
obliged for a post-card noteas to any pre-Reformation
instances, as some may have been overlooked.

Corrections of these pages will also be welcomed.

J. CHARLES COX

13 LONGTON AVENUE, SYDENHAM
February rgro






CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1
"ACTS OF PARLIAMENT AND CANONS

Sromwell’s order of 1538—Popular dislike—Action of 1547, 1555,
and 1558—Bills of 1563 and 1590—Convocation in 1597 and
1603—Action of Parliament in 1644 and 1653—Registration
Acts of William 111—Lord Hardwicke’s Act of I753—-The
Stamp Act of 1783—Rose’s Act of 1812 ;

CHAPTER II
THE STORY OF THE REGISTERS

The registers of 1538—Elizabethan registers—The transcripts from
paper—Faultyregistrations—Post-Restoration registers—The
Stamp Act of 1783—Calendar changes—Large hand entries .

CHAPTER III
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS FORMULARIES

Much Wenlock Register—Death of Henry vill—Accession of
Edward vi, Mary, and Elizabeth—Bidding Prayer of 1545—
Use of English Service femp. Edward vi—Commonwealth
changes . .

CHAPTER 1V
BAPTISMS

Births and baptisms—Casting nativities—Puritans and fonts—
Exceptional baptismal entries—Adult baptism—Godparents
—Godparents to bastards—Baptism by midwives—Creatura
Ohrists, . 3 i 3

Xiil

PAGE

25

39



xiv PARISH REGISTERS

CHAPTER V
CHRISOM CHILDREN, FOUNDLINGS, ETC.

Chrisom children—Foundlings—The foundlings of the Temple—
Nurse children — Confirmation — Churching — Bastards —
Terms for illegitimacy .

CHAPTER VI
MARRIAGES

Terms of entry—Marriageable age—Hours of marriage—For-
bidden seasons—Marriage by banns—Forbidding of banns
—Marriage by licence—Marriage of the defective—Marriage
in smock—Marriage of bishops—Commonwealth marriages
— Conviviality — Exceptional entries—Act of 1753 — Clan-
destine marriages and lawless churches—Fleet Street and
London—Dale Abbey—Peak Forest

CHAPTER VII
BURIALS

Burial entries not perfect—Singular burial entries—Characters
of the deceased—Centenarians—Burials of excommunicants —
The Recusants—Excommunicate Non-conformists—Post-
Reformation excommunication—Burials of suicides—Other
burials by night—Burials of criminals—Burial without coffins
—Burials in woollen—Mortuaries—Arrest of corpse for debt
—Burial offered to passing corpse

CHAPTER VIII
ACCIDENTS
Deaths from various accidents—The fate of Dorothy Matley—

Deaths through cold and snow—Mining disasters—Deaths
through drowning—Escapes from death—Freaks or prodigies

PAGE

59

76

96

128

P S ————




CONTENTS

CHAPTER IX
THE PLAGUE AND OTHER SICKNESS

The Sweating Sickness—The Plague in London—In Northamp-
tonshire—In Derbyshire—The Eyam episode—Plague burial
in Cheshire—The Plague in the Midland Counties—In the
North of England—In the Eastern Counties—In the South
and West-—The tragedy of the Dawson household—The
tragedy at Great Hampden— Small-pox — Inoculation—
Influenza—Scarlet fever—Lithotomy—The Royal Touch for
scrofula .

CHAPTER X
HISTORICAL

Arrival of King Philip—Marian burnings—Funeral of Mary
Queen of Scots—The Armada—Elizabethan martyrs—Levies
on the clergy—Border warfare—Historic entries at Youl-
greave—Victories of Van Tromp, 1639—Dewsbury registers
—The Great Civil War—Casualties in Northamptonshire,
Derbyshire, etc.—Register irregularities caused by the war
—Tamworth registers—The Protestation and the Cove-
nant—The death of the Protector and of his Relict—The
Restoration—Rye House Plot—Death of Charles 11 and
accession of James 1I—Monmouth’s rebellion—The Prince
of Orange

CHAPTER XI
STORMS, FROSTS, AND FIRES

Storm of 1606-7—The Snowstorm of 1614-15—Later seventeenth-
century storms—The frost of 1683-84—¢ The great storm” of
1703—A late snowstorm—Aurora Borealis of 1716—Earth-
quakes — Other eighteenth-century storms— The Cherry
Burton register—Eclipses—Comets—Fires—The Great Fire
of London 3 : : 5 . . .

Xv

PAGE

142

184

205



Xvi PARISH REGISTERS

CHAPTER XII
OLLA PODRIDA

Penance for incontinency and slander—Penance for marrying
deceased wife’s sister—Tollesbury font inscription—Flesh in
Lent—Butchers’ recognisances—Number of communicants—
Altar wine—Benefit of clergy—Witches— Gipsies—Parochial
whippings—Records of exhibitions—Tithing notes

CHAPTER XIII

PAGE

217

THE DATES AND CONDITIONS OF THE REGISTERS

The Blue Book Returns of 1833—Numerous blunders—Medizeval
death registers—Parish registers prior to 1538—The numbers
of 1538-39 registers—Transcripts ordered in 1597 and in
1603—Grievous defects of Bishops’ Transcripts exposed in
1800—Act of 1812—Returns of 1831—Transcripts of the
peculiars of Lichfield and Southwell—Careless loss of regis-
ters, instanced in Kent and Bucks—Irregularities of entry—
Trades and occupations in London, Chesham, Lancashire,
etc. — “Sir” signifying priest— Puritan names — Similar
names in one family—Double names—Contracted form of
entry — Birth registers — Printed registers — Nonconformist
and Huguenot registers.

APPENDIX I

APPENDIX II
ApPPENDIX III
APPENDIX IV

INDEX



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS
IN THE TEXT

Facsimile of Title-Page of 1653 Registry Act s . 5 PMQE
Title-Page of Register of St. Peter’s, Dunwich 5 ! LavEry
Title-Page of first Prayer Book in English ; : ST 435
Title-Page of “ Directory ” of 1644 . R ¥ 4 ) KV
Edward Myner, a Chrisom Child . 3 : : MO
Facsimile of Commonwealth Marriage Entries, Staines . . 88
Facsimile of Burial Register, Lyminge 3 g X g7
Facsimile of first page of Register of Burials in Woollen :
Littlebourne, Kent S 5 3 : . s Qi I23)
Title-Page of ‘ Fearefull Summer,” first printed in 1625 . ABErAG
Title-Page of “ London’s Lamentation,” 1641 g . L IS
Petition to Charles I as to King’s Evil 5 ! 1 . 180
Proclamation as to times for “ Touching,” 1683 : : . 182
Whipping Post and Stocks, Aldbury 5 : : 230

From a Drawing by J. C. Wall.



LIST OF PLATES

Thomas Cromwell g
From the Painting (in the School of Holbem) at the National
Portrait Gallery

The Priory of Wenlock
From a Photograph by J. Valentme & Co. Ltd

The Parish Church, Wenlock : : R
From a Photograph by J. Valentine & Co. le

Cardinal Reginald Pole 3 g : ¢
From a Painting (artist unknown) at the \I'monal Portrait
Gallery

Dale Abbey Chapel . 5
From a Photograph by R. Keene Ltd

Mompesson’s Well, Eyam . .
From a Photograph by J. Vqlentme & Co, Ltd.

Riley Grave Stones, Eyam . 3
From a Photograph by R. Keene Ltd.

Wingfield Manor House 3
From a Drawing by Colonel Machell 178 5

The Solemn League and Covenant, Preamble 4

The Solemn League and Covenant, Second Clause

Reduced facsimiles of an engraved edition of the Covenant
by W. Hollar

The Frontispiece of Matthew Hopkins’ “ Discovery of
Witches,” 1644 . . 2 5 8 .

Facsimile of First Page of Tipton Register, 1513
Kindly lent by Mr. A. M. Burke

xviii

Frontispiece

FACING PAGE

26

30

L{e]

94

162

164

194

198

200

228

238



Digitized by Microsoft ®

L+

AL



”n

These all are gone, their little day is o'er,

They laugh, they weep, they sport, they toil no more ;
Their feet are still, and others in their room

With busy step are hurrying to the tomb.

We, in our turn, to others shall give place,

And others yet come forth to run the race ;

And yet that race by others shall be run

Till time is over and the world is done.

From the Burton Latimer Registers, 1823-24
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PARISH REGISTERS

CHAPTER 1
ACTS OF PARLIAMENT AND CANONS

Cromwell’s order of 1538—Popular dislike—Action of 1547, 1555,
and 1558—Bills of 1563 and 1590—Convocation in 1597 and
1603—Action of Parliament in 1644 and 1653—Registration
Acts of William 1i—Lord Hardwicke’s Act of 1753—The
Stamp Act of 1783—Rose’s Act of 1812

N July 1535, Henry viII, by virtue of the Act of Supre-
I macy, appointed Thomas Cromwell, who was at that
time Lord Privy Seal, to be his Vicar-General.
Cromwell in his early life had been a resident in the Low
Countries, and would therefore have knowledge of the
baptismal registers introduced there by the Spanish clergy.
His much improved scheme for securing the registration in
his own country of births, deaths, and marriages, at little or
no expense, is the one commendable action in the public life
of this marvellously shrewd but absolutely unscrupulous
man., There can be no doubt that Cromwell’s registration
project must have been planned and discussed during the
first year of his ecclesiastical administration. The rumour
spread far and wide to the effect that this strange new
power, which had sprung up within the Church of England,
was about to levy a tax for his master’s coffers on the
administration of the Sacraments. This rumour, in which

there was quite possibly some truth, naturally aroused the
I
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keenest resentment among the masses. The very first of
the list of popular grievances put forth by the insurgents of
the Pilgrimage of Grace in 1536 was “ That no infant shall
receive the blessed Sacrament of Baptisme bott onlesse an
trybette be payd to the king.” A pamphlet printed in 1537
states that the Yorkshire insurgents gave out that the people
were ordered henceforth to pay the crown for christenings,
marriages, and burials.

Cromwell, however, who must have been thoroughly
aware of the extent and gravity of the great popular risings
against his initial steps in the suppression of the monasteries,
was clever enough to withdraw for a time, and probably to
modify his original registration project.

It was not until three years later that Cromwell issued
injunctions to every parish in England and Wales, ordering
the parson to enter every Sunday in the presence of the
wardens, or one of them, all the baptisms, marriages, and
burials of the previous week, in a book which was to be kept
in a two-locked coffer, under pain of a fine of 3s. 4d., to be
applied to the repair of the Church. The following is the
exact phraseology of this order, which is dated 5th September
1538, as set forth in the State Papers, save that the con-
tracted words are extended :—

“In the name of God Amen. By the authorite and comission
of the most excellent Prince Henry by the Grace of God Kynge of
Englande and of France, defensor of the faithe Lorde of Irelande,
and in erthe supreme hedd undre Christ of the Church of Englande,
I Thomas lorde Cromwell, lorde privie seall, Vicegerent within this
realme, do for the avancement of the trewe honor of almighty God,
encrease of vertu and discharge of the kynges majestie, give and
exhibite unto you theise injunctions folowing, to be kept observed

and fulfilled upon the paynes hereafter declared. . . .
“That you and every parson vicare or curate within this diocese

shall for every churche kepe one boke or registere wherein ye shall
write the day and yere of every weddyng christenyng and buryeng
made within yor parishe for your tyme, and so every man succeed-
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yng you lykewise. And shall there insert every persons name that
shalbe so weddid christened or buried. And for the sauff kepinge
of the same boke the parishe shalbe bonde to provide of these
comen charges one sure coffer with twoo lockes and keys wherof
the one to remayne with you, and the other with the said wardens,
wherein the saide boke shalbe laide upp. Whiche boke ye shall
every Sonday take furthe and in the presence of the said wardens
or one of them write and recorde in the same all the weddinges
christenynges and buryenges made the hole weke before. And that
done to lay upp the boke in the said coffer as afore. And for
every tyme that the same shalbe omytted the partie that shalbe in
the faulte therof shall forfett to the saide churche s rd to be
emploied on the reparation of the same churche. . . .
“TaoMas CRUMWELL”

Although the very whisper of disapproval of the king’s
ecclesiastical or general policy had by this time been con-
verted into an act of high treason, and any hint or form of
active opposition suppressed with brutal ferocity—such as
one of the fairest of our historians terms a veritable “reign
of terror "—there was no small resentment up and down
the country to this registration order. It is but fair to
state that this resentment was mainly due to popular
misconceptions as to the details of the scheme, which, as
has been shown, imposed no kind of fee on any one, save
the purchase by the parish of a book, and simply added
to the duties and responsibilities of the beneficed clergy
and the churchwardens.

There are three extant communications at the Public
Record Office addressed to Cromwell in the early part of
1539, which reflect this current distrust.! The first of these,
dated 15th February, is from John Marshall, of South
Carlton, Notts, stating, infer alia, that in those parts of
Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire around Newark there
was much resentment as to the various new “fashions,” and
no little fear that some “ paymentes shuld or myght grow

! Dom. State Papers, Henry vi111, vol. xiv. pt. 1, Nos. 295, 507, 815.
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uppon them at lengthe to the kyngs hyghnes.” On 12th
March, Richard Covert and John Michel wrote to Cromwell
and the privy council as to words used by one William Hole,
a smith of Horsham, to the effect that there “ wasse come
downe comyssion or comandement that a writen tribute or
some of monye shuld be payd to the Kynges highnes for
weddynges crystenyngs and buryalls, and that ther shuld
be payd to the Kyng for every one of these v4 or more
and to the lorde of the Franches as moch.” The alleged
offender was sent up to London to appear before the council.
The third letter is one, which has been several times cited,
from Sir Piers Edgcumbe as to the alarm felt in sundry
parts of Devonshire and Cornwall; it is dated 2oth April,
and expresses a hope that these misgivings will be officially
set at rest :—“ Ther mystrust is that somme charges more
than hath byn in tymes past shall growe to theym by this
occacyon off regesstrynge of thes thynges; wher in yff hyt
shall please the Kynge’s majiste to put them yowte off dowte
in my poor mynde shall encresse moche harty loff.”

The council of the boy-king, Edward VI, reissued in 1547
the registration injunctions of Cromwell almost word for
word, with the exception that the fine of 3s. 4d. for neglect,
was to be assigned to the “ poore mens box of that parishe.”
In the same year one of the visitation articles of the diocese
of Canterbury was—

“ Whether they have one Book or Register safely kept, wherein
they write the day of every Wedding, Christening, and Burying.”

Under Philip and Mary, in 1555, Cardinal Pole directed
that the Bishops in their visitations were to inquire—

“If the parish priest had a Register with the names of those
who were baptized, of the sponsors, of the married, and the dead.”

Two years later, among the Cardinal’s articles touching
the clergy was one—
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“Whether they do keep the Book or Register of Christenings,
Buryings, and Marriages, with the name of the Godfather and
Godmother.”

The question of registering the god-parents is discussed
in a subsequent section.

In the first years of Queen Elizabeth, the registration in-
junctions were again reissued in almost the identical phrase-
ology used under Henry VIII and Edward VI, with the slight
alteration that the defaulting penalty was to be divided
equally between the poor and the repair of the church.

The first interference of Parliament with matters of
registration occurred in 1563. On gth March a bill was
read for the first time in the House of Commons to authorise
every archbishop and bishop “ to erect one Office of Register-
ship of all the Church Books to be kept in every diocese.”
This bill was of an elaborate character: transcripts were to
be sent of all parochial registers to the diocesan centre, and
copies were to be executed of “all former church books
of 24 yeeres continuance already passed or thereabouts”
into “great deacent books of parchment.” To cover
expenses, the Bill provided that the parents of every child
not baptized having lands to the value of £40, or goods to
the value of £3, should pay at the christening 1d. ; that every
man of like possessions should pay 1d. on his marriage, and
2d. on the burial of his wife; that every woman of like
possessions should pay 1d. at the burial of her husband; and
that every such man or woman should pay 1d. at the burial
of their son or daughter or household servant. These fees
were to be paid to the churchwardens, and to be by these
once a year transmitted to the diocesan register. The clergy,
however, opposed the scheme, and the measure was dropped.
The like fate befel another scheme for a general registry,
arranged under counties, which was propounded in 1590 by
Lord Treasurer Burghley.
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Though these two schemes failed, they prepared the way
for a genuine plan of general registration which was adopted
in 1597. On 25th October of that year, a constitution
issued by the convocation of the archbishop, bishops, and
clergy of the province of Canterbury, and approved by the
Queen under the great seal of Great Britain, directed the
more careful keeping of parochial registers, which were
pronounced to be of the greatest utility (permagnus usus).
The registers were for the future to be kept on parchment,
and parchment copies were to be made of those old registers
which were on paper. For the prevention of guile or negli-
gence in the keeping of the registers, it was enacted that
the whole of the entries of the previous week were to be
read out openly and distinctly by the minister on Sunday,
at the conclusion of either mattins or evensong. The names
of the minister and wardens were to be appended to every
page of the register on its completion. Lastly it was
ordained that a copy of the parish register was to be sent
by the warden annually within a month after Easter,
without any fee, to the diocesan register, and there to be
kept faithfully among the episcopal archives. These copies,
known as “ Bishops’ Transcripts,” have, however, been most
fitfully and slovenly kept, as is subsequently noticed.

A somewhat similar ecclesiastical mandate was issued in
1603, at the opening of the reign of James I, whereby it was
enacted that a parchment book was to be provided at the
expense of the parish, wherein were to be copied former
paper registers, “so far as the ancient books thereof can
be procured, but especially since the beginning of the reign
of the late Queen.” The safe keeping of the register was to
be entrusted to “one sure Coffer with three Locks and Keys,”
to be in the several respective custody of the minister and
the two wardens. The provision for the public weekly
reading of the register was not repeated. This curious and
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generally forgotten order was only in operation for six years,
and we are not aware that any memorandum exists as to
its execution. The Sunday register entries of the past week
by the minister, in the presence of the wardens, was,
however, again enjoined, and so too was the order for the
annual transmission of the bishops’ transcripts, though the
exact date was changed to within a month after 25th March.

The widespread disturbances during the Civil War,
and the ejection of so large a number of the Episcopal
clergy from their benefices naturally brought about consider-
able irregularity in the keeping of the register in not a few
parishes, and occasionally resulted in their entire cessation
The attention of Parliament was called to these irregularities,
and on 6th December 1644, it was ordered that “it be
referred to the committee for bringing in the ordinance for
the establishing the Directory, to bring in a clause in that
ordinance for registering the time of baptising of children,
and their parents’ names, and for registering of burials.”
In the same year it was'further ordained that “ there shall be
provided at the charge of every parish or chapelry, a fair
Register Book of velim to be kept by the minister and
other officers of the church, and that the names of all children
baptized, and of their parents, and of the time of their birth
and baptising, shall be written and set down by the minister
therein, and also the names of all persons married there,
and the time of their marriage; and also the names of all
persons buried in that parish, and the time of their death
and burial; and that the said book shall be shewed by
such as keep the same to all persons reasonably desiring to
search for the birth, baptising, marriage, or burial of any
person therein registered, and to take a copy or procure a
certificate thereof.”

Notwithstanding these regulations, it was found that
during this transition state of matters religious, when
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endeavours were being made to suppress Episcopal Church
government, and even the possession of a Book of Common
Prayer was visited with the severest penalties, registration was
reduced to chaotic conditions. In consequence the hand of
Parliament was again evoked in 1653, when an Act was passed
on 24th August. By this Act the ministers were required to
give up their register books to laymen, who were to be
called “parish registers.”! These new officials were to
enter all publications of banns, marriages, births, and burials.
For marriage entries they were empowered to charge a fee
of 12d, and 4d. for each entry of birth and burial. The
lay register was to be chosen by the householders of each
parish on or before 22nd September 1653, and as soon as he
had been sworn and approved by the local justice, his
appointment was to be entered in the register book. The
enactment by this same Act of civil marriage is subsequently
discussed. Here it may be remarked that this elaborate
Commonwealth legislation was ignored at the Restoration,
when the keeping of the registers reverted to the clergy.
The civil marriages before justices during 1653-1660 were,
however, legalised by Act of Parliament (12 Car. ii, c. 33)
during the latter year.

The whimsical Act of 1680 for burial in woollen, with
its enforced register entries, is also treated of in later pages.

The reign of William III saw several Registration Acts
passed, which were obviously designed to assist the ex-
chequer. Amongst other taxes designed “for carrying on
the war against France with vigour” was a graduated scale

1 The comparatively modern word Registrar is not to be found in the Statutes,
nor in Johnson’s Dictionary. *‘In the language of Roman jurisprudence,” as
pointed out by Mr. Waters, *‘ the archivist was regerendarins and the archives
were r¢gerta, from which came in low-Latin regéstyum and registrarius. When
the 7»egistrarius signed Latin documents officially, he subscribed himself for
brevity Registrar, just as the Prebendarius signed himself Prebendar ; and
the abbreviation of the Latin signature came to be mistaken, in a generation
ignorant of Latin, for the official designation in England.”
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MARRIAGES

And the Regiftring thereof ;
And alfo touching

Births and Burials:

Wednefday the 24%°of Augsft, 1653.

Rderedbythe Parliamens, That this A be forthwith Pri
O and Publifhed, forthwith Printed

Hen: Scobell, Clerk of the Parliament,

London, Printed by Iobn Field, Printer to the Par-
liament of England. 1653.

FACSIMILE OF TITLE-PAGE OF 1653 REGISTRY ACT.
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of duties imposed in 1694 (6 & 7 Wm. III, c. 6) on
marriages, births, and burials; it also included a tax for five
years upon bachelors and widowers.  The tax collectors
"were allowed full access to the registers, and the penalty on
the minister for neglect to register was £100. The following
was the scale adopted :—

£ wsiid
For the burial of every person : . O ANNE
” of a Duke (above the 4s. ) .50 oe

A of a Marquis, etc., etc. in pro-

portion

of every person having a real
estate of 450 per annum or
upwards, or a personal estate

”

of £60oo, or upwards . . 0 2o/lig
I of the wife of such person
having such estate 5 0. FORNG

For and upon the birth of every person and
child, except the children of those who
receive alms . . < JioN S28la

X of the eldest son of a Duke 30 o o
” of a marquis, and so forth.
Upon the marriage of every person . " BCI)  (
s of a Duke . o g . 507 OGS
5 of a Marquis . " . 40 © &0
- of an earl . . : . 30/ 'o/E
and so forth.
Bachelors, above 25 years old, yearly . .} ol LN
Widowers e . O TG
A Duke, being Bachelor or Wldo“er, yearl) .12 10 ©
A Marquis s i . 10 JFONNG

In the following year it was enacted (7 & 8 Wm. III, c. 35)
that a fine of 40s. was to be imposed on parents who
omitted to give notice to the minister within five days of
the birth of a child, and the minister was enjoined under a
like penalty to keep a distinct reference of such so born and
not christened, for doing which the parents were to pay
sixpence to the clergy. This form, however, of registration
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was for the most part neglected, and in 1706 (4 Anne c. 12)
an Act of Immunity was passed in respect to negligent
clergy, wherein it was plainly stated that an enforcement of
the heavy penalties would expose them and their families to
ruin.

The year 1753 is memorable in the history of registra-
tion for the passing of “An Act for the preventing of
Clandestine Marriages” (22 Geo. 11, c. 33), which is generally
known as Lord Hardwicke’s Act. It prescribed a special
form of entry for banns and marriages, and directed that all
marriages were to be through either banns or licence, and
were to be solemnised in some church or chapel which had
been customarily used for such purpose. To this Act, and
to the evils which it suppressed, further allusion is made in
the section dealing with marriages.

The Stamp Act of 1783 (23 Geo. 111, c. 71) imposed a
duty of 3d. upon every entry in the parish register, and two
years later was extended to Nonconformists. This invidious
tax, which fell lightly on the rich, but was a distinct burden
on the poor, placed the clergy in the unfortunate position of
tax gatherers, and was a direct inducement to defective
registration. This unpopular and obnoxious statute was
repealed in 1794.

Rose’s Act of 1812 “for the better regulating and
preserving of Parish and other Register of Births, Baptisms,
Marriages, and Burials in England” (52 Geo. III, c. 146),
put the whole question of registration on a surer foundation.
But the Act was loosely drafted ; the only penalty imposed
was transportation for fourteen years, whilst a subsequent
clause provided that one half of all penalties shall go to the
informer and the remainder to the poor of the parish! We
have no concern in these pages with the further registration
legislation of the nineteenth century.



CHIARARIIRENI
THE STORY OF THE REGISTERS

The registers of 1538—LElizabethan registers—The transcripts
from paper—Faulty registrations — Post - Restoration re-
gisters—The Stamp Act of 1783—Calendar changes—Large
hand entries

KNOWLEDGE of the history of the registration en-

A actments of some three centuries, set forth in outline

in the last chapter, is necessary to the due under-
standing of England’s parochial registers.

The one fairly obvious fault of Cromwell’s injunctions of
1538 was the neglect to specify the nature of “the one boke
or registre ” wherein the entries were to be made. Most of
the first registers appear to have been written on paper,
which was naturally used on the score of economy. This
was the case even in an important parish, so near to the
centre of court life, as St. Margaret’s, Westminster.

The Churchwarden’s accounts contain this entry :—

“ 1538. Paid for a book to registre in the names of buryals, weddings,
and christ’nings, 2d.”

It is not worth while to multiply instances of this, but we
have noted seven similar entries in the churchwardens’
accounts of other parishes; in three of these cases it is
specified that 2d. was the price of a quire of paper.

Although the use of parchment or vellum was not en-
joined prior to the ordinances of Elizabeth and James I, just
a few parishes were sufficiently enterprising to procure a

12
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thin folio book of parchment at the very dawn of registration.

It is exceedingly rare to find an undoubted original register

beginning in 1538; fully 95 per cent. of those that go back

to that date are transcripts made towards the end of

Elizabeth’s reign or at the opening of that of James 1. The

first register book of Staplehurst, Kent, is one of the rare

exceptions, where the original and the transcript exist side
by side.

When parchment transcripts and current registers were
ordered, various parishes not unnaturally followed the plan
usually a{dopted with every class of official record, of pro-
curing narrow strips or membranes and stitching them
together to form a roll as occasion required. Such rolls
have been noted in the Northamptonshire parishes of
Burton Latimer (1538-1569), and Orlingbury (1564-1653);
at Brenchley (1539) and Nursted (1561), Kent ; at Appleby
St. Michael (1582-1677), and Ambleside (1643), Westmore-
land; and at Thormanby, Yorks (1658).

The majority of the early registers are in Latin. During
the Commonwealth, the use of Latin was generally
abandoned, and but very occasionally resumed after the
Restoration. The following sensible note occurs in the
register of All Saints, Derby :—

“May 16, 1610. I see no reason why a Register for English people
should be written in Latin. Richard Kilbie, Minister of All-
Hallows in Derbie.”

In the register of Clyst St. George, Devon, is an entry
under 1735-36 to the effect that “the law now forbids ye
keeping any records in Latin”; but in this statement the
minister was mistaken, the Act of 1731 (4 Geo. II, c. 26)
ordering that “all proceedings in Courts of Justice” were
to be in the English language does not extend to parish
registers. Miscellaneous memoranda, particularly those of
a personal character, were frequently entered in Latin when
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the rest of the register was in English, and occasionally in
Greek, French, and even short-hand.

The statement or heading at the ‘beginning of the old
registers is usually of a fairly simple character, as in the case
of the register book of the long ago submerged church jof

ﬁ?r booke Of ol the
\ ttmrvmqee Cryfee trite=
Z g OF @ﬁﬁmwﬂ({%
P
{Bs"({@cxff) Perr vt %e;bcsmjfw of
S potges nn Dispnorel) WAL
e covnkip of Sueff Senp

the Yesve of owe
Towd

TITLE-PAGE OF REGISTER OF ST. PETER’S, DUNWICH.

St. Peter’s, Dunwich. Occasionally the incumbent introduced
extraneous or verbose matter, particularly if he was a con-
troversialist. A good example of this occurs in the first
register book of Newbottle, Northants:—

“October 1, 1538. Thys Boke, made by ye expresse command-
ment of our most Sovereygne Lorde Kynge Henry vii, by
ye grace of Gode Kynge of Englande and of France, Defender
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of ye fayth, Lord of Yreland, and ye supreme hede in earth of
this hys church of England, for certain goodly usys, by his
ryght excellent wyse and sage Counseul, divised and upon lyke
consideracons instituted as by the divisyons of ye same in iii
sundrie places here followynge may apere, begynninge in ye
yere of hys prosperous and honorable reyne xxx, and in ye yere
of our mayster Christ MDxxxviii, fyrst day of October, to be
exercysed after ye forme as therafter ensueth. The Lord
Thomas Comwell Lord privy seal and vicegerent to hys
hyghnese of ye ecclesiastycal jurisdiction, exhibiting to us of
ye clergy ye same with dyverse other at ye time lyke fraytful
and laudable invention, meted to ye glory of God, to the
King’s honour and to ye great benefyts of ys hys realme and
annilihatynge of ye bysshop of Rome hys very falsly pretendyd
and usurped powres. I Edward Medley, beynge Vicar here,
Robert Wyat and Thomas Harden churchwardens, statynge
our lyke assyduouse prayer with all fidelyte and obsequence to
ye accomplisshmet of ye contentes of ye same. Amen.”

In larger parishes it was occasionally arranged, after the
injunction of 1558, to keep two separate books for regis-
tration purposes, the one for baptisms, and the other for
marriages and burials. Thus at St. Minver’s, Cornwall, there
are two registers, both of them beginning in the first year of
Elizabeth. The first of these contains baptisms extending,
with a few gaps, from 1558 to 1758; whilst the second
volume records marriages from 1559 to 1754, and burials
from 1558 to 1695. As a rule, however, the threefold entries
of the parish registers were started in three different parts of
the register book ; in the smaller parishes all the entries were
not infrequently entered in one place in the exact order of
their occurrence, whether baptisms, marriages, or funerals.

An exuberant admirer of Queen Elizabeth and her
policy took the opportunity of beginning a new register
book for St. Oswald’s, Durham, to thus express his
feelings :—

“The Register boke of the parysshe of St. Oswalds made the xxvth
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day of Marche a.d. 1580 Ann. Elyzabethe xxii. wherein is contayned
the names of all suche persons as have been chrystened, maryed and
buryed within the sayd paryshe the yeares folowynge writen and
kepte accordinge to ye Quenes Injunctions by Charlys Moberlye
Vicar, James Lyddale, Thomas Haryson, Xpofer Rampshaw, James
Robynson, dated chosen and sworne churchwardens, accordinge to
the Quenes proceedinges, whose doinges god directe to hys glorye
and profette of the sayd parysshe, and to the mentayning of the
quenes Majesties godly proceedinges, whom god preserve to Reyne
over us, to the abolyshment of popery and strange and false
Religion, and to the Menteynge of the gospell, Graunt o lord yt
she may long continew a Mother in Israel with prosperwos healthe
honor and felycitie and after thys hyr gret governement in thys
lyffe, she may with Moyses, Josua, Debora, and other godlye
govnours, injoy a crowne of xternall glory, goed Reder say
Amen.”

Now and again concern is expressed by the custodians
of registers as to their subsequent preservation. One of the
quaintest of such interpolations is in the register book of
Rodmarton, Gloucestershire, under the year 1630, to the
following effect :—

“If you will have this Book last, bee sure to aire it att the fier or
in the Sunne three or foure times a yeare—els it will grow dankish
and rott, therefore look to it. It will not bee amisse when you finde
it dankish to wipe over the leaves with a dry woolen cloath. This
Place is very much subject to dankishness, therefore I say looke to
1648

Burn, in citing this entry, states that the situation of
Rodmarton is high and dry on a calcareous soil, and that the
“ dankishness” complained of arose solely from the exuding
nature of the building-stone. y

The second register book of Bishop Wearmouth, beginning
in 1653, has on its first page a commination against those
who should mutilate the pages or alter the entries:—

“Signis hunc librum mutilare velin ulla parte vel nomen aliquod
delere, aut in falsum immutare audeat, pro sacrilego habeatur.”



THE STORY OF THE REGISTERS 1y

With regard to the Elizabethan and Jacobean transcripts
of the older register, though care seems for the most part to
have been taken to secure verbal accuracy with the names,
there is no doubt whatever that, as a rule, the labour of
transcribing was reduced to a minimum, and everything of
an extraneous nature rigidly excluded. Hence the great
majority of parchment registers beginning in 1538 or 1539
are uninteresting and almost valueless, save for genealogical
purposes, right through the sixteenth century.

Thus when the register of Staplehurst, Kent, was recopied,
the words printed between brackets were left out of the
transcript.

“1543. December 31. There was buryed John Turner the elder
[whose sowle Jesu pardon. Amen.]

“1545. June 6. buryed the soun of Thomas Roberts the younger,
called Henry [upon whose soule I pray God have mercy].
“1548. September 11. buryed James Bragelomd an honest man and
a good householder [whose soule Jesu pardon, and bring to

eternal rest].”

An entry in the transcript of the register of St. Dunstan’s
West reads:—

“1560~1. February 17. Mr. Rithe buried.”

But the old paper book adds:—

“ A benchar of Lyncolnes Yne, buryed out of the newe brycke
byldyngs, beynge in oure parishe, the nether syde of Lyncolnes Yne.”

In obedience to the Elizabethan injunction, the transcripts
are in many instances signed at the foot of every page, to
ensure accuracy, by the minister and churchwardens of the
year wherein the copy was executed. This fact gave rise to
an ignorant and ridiculous blunder of past antiquaries and
historians, who ought to have known better, as to the

remarkable longevity assigned to clergy and their
2
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wardens. A round dozen of such errors could be cited, made
by the leading writers of the old-fashioned county histories;
it must suffice to mention that Nichols, the very able
historian of Leicestershire, gravely asserts that the vicar of
Keigham held his benefice for ninety-two years, and had the
same wardens for upwards of seventy years!

Usually, as is known from the handwriting, the copying
of paper registers on to parchment was done by the in-
cumbent; but in towns and larger parishes a paid lay
copyist was occasionally employed. Thus at St. Peter’s,
Northampton :—

“A true and perfect extracte ‘of all entries since 21 Elizabeth
was’ written and extracted by me Thomas Walsbey by or at the
appointment of Master William Stocks, parson of the said church,
and of Arthur Potter and Richard Rands, churchwardens, according -
to the true meaning of the constitution of the late convocation
holden at London anno Elizabethee Reginz the fortyeth anno
dni 1597.”

At the beginning of the first register book of Beeston-
next-Mileham, Norfolk, is the following entry, showing that
the rector made the transcript from the original register:—

¢ Johannes Forby, Rector 1598, de integro ex antiquo exemplari
scripsit hunc librum.

“ Register booke for the parish church of Beeston-next-Mileham,
to recorde all such their names as shall be within that parish either
christened, maryed, or buried accordinge to the booke of consti-
tutions and canons of the parliament in the yeere 1597. The
number of sheets herein 13 with 18 leaves of every sheet, in all 244.
The price of the parchment 10/- and for the bindynge 2/-.”

William Cooper, Vicar of West Bradenham, Norfolk,
declares in 1603 that he had—

“Trully and faithfully colected word for word out of both ye olde
Register Books from the Beginning of our Lord God 1538 in anno
regni Henrici Octavi.”
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The register of Nether Compton, Dorset, which begins in
1538, was copied throughout by the rector in 1600.

Robert Travell, the minister of Weston Favell, Northants,
who died in 1641, did a good work in copying fragmentary
registers. He enters in the earliest register book :—

“ Ab anno 1548 the names herein contayned with their moneths
and yeares very rudely and imperfectly written in loose papers I
have faithfully set doune without any alteration according to my
copies.”

On the inner cover of the first register book of Plymp-
ton, Devon, which begins in 1616, are the following lines by
the transcriber :—

“Walter Winsband His book
The Lord of Haven upon him look,
And so correcke him with a rod
that he may be a child of God
And when for him the bel doth dole
the Lord of haven recive his soul.”

In at least one case the transcribing was the work of a
woman, as is shown by the following entry in the registers of
the parish church of Peterborough :—

“ 1564, August. Sarah Stowkes, the Daughter of Henry Stowkes,
was christened the x day, who afterwards in the yeare our Lord

God 1599 did coppye this Register Book with her own hands,
then being the Wife of John Lansdune.”

As to admittedly faulty registers, there are a variety of
quaint entries, such as the one which occurs in the first
book of Earls Barton, Northants :—

“1593. Understand gentle reader that from 1592 untill 1597
Renold Eastwood the Clercke was put in trust to write the weddings,
christenings, and burialls, w" in part he somewhat negligentlie
did, but ommitted w* I have unorderly yet treulie sett down as I
learned there names and tymes of there freindis.”
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Scores of registers bear witness to the natural
irregularity or cessation of entries during the Civil War and
Interregnum, a selection of which are subsequently cited
in the historical section. But space may be found here for

a long and gravely worded extract from the registers of
Carshalton, Surrey.

‘“ Good Reader tread gently :

“ For though these vacant yeares may seeme to make me guilty
of thy censure, neither will I symply excuse myselfe from all
blemishe ; yet if thou doe but cast thine eie uppon the former
pages and se with what care I have kepte the annalls of mine owne
tyme, and rectifyed sundry errors of former times thou wilt beginn
to thinke ther is some reason why he that begann to build so well
should not be able to make an ende.

“The truth is that besyde the generall miserys and distractions
of those pretermitted years wh it may be god in his owne wysedome
would not suffer to be kept uppon record, the special ground of
that pretermisseon ought to be imputed to Richard Finch, the
parishe clerke, whose office it was by long proscription to gather the
ephemeris, or dyary of the dayly passages and to exhibite them once
a yeare to be transcribed into this Registry; and though I often
called upon him agayne and agayne to remember his chardge, and
he always tould me that he had the accompts lying by him, yet at
last perceaving his excuses, and resolving uppon suspicion of his
words to put him home to a full tryall I found to my great griefe
that all his accompt was written in sand, and his words committed to
the empty winds. God is witnes to the truth of this apologie, and
that I made it knowne at some pish meetings before his own face,
who could not deny it neither doe I write it to blemishe him, but to
cleere mine owne integrity as far as I may and to give accompt of this
miscarryage to after ages by the subscription of my hand.

“March 10, 1651. (Signed) WiLLiam QUELcH, B.D. Vic.”

Nor did irregularities at once cease with the Restoration,
as is shown, znfer alia, by the two following entries in
Northamptonshire registers :—

“'The very true reason why this register, is found as imperfect in
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some years as from 1669 to 1695 is because the parishioners could
never be persuaded to take to see it done, nor the churchwardens
as y°® canon did require, and because they refuse to pay such dues
to y° curate as they ought by custome to have payed. (Brington)
“ Memorandum that the Register booke being neglected two or
three yeares notice was given two severall times in y° church to desire
all parents and others to give in y° names of all y* ought to have
been registered and y° time when baptized married or buried. But
not more was brought in but what was set down in this and y® two

next pages.
““SaM. GEORGE, Minister, 1670 (Long Buckby)”

After the Restoration, it was generally the custom to pro-
cure substantially bound parchment volumes to serve as
register books. The price of these often occurs in church-
wardens’ accounts, and occasionally in the actual books.
Thus at Kidderminster a register book was bought in 1674
for £1, 15s. A new register was purchased for the Derby-
shire village of Tickenhall, in 1693, for 8s.

“A register for y° parish of Rawvenston (Derbyshire) bought by
Robert Ayre and Thomas Grant Churchwardens y® 1st of
Septemb* 1705, price 16 shillings.”

The second volume of the registers of Wellington, Somerset
has inscribed on the first page i—

““This Book was Bought by Cornelius Marsh, the 21st day of
May, Anno Dom. 1726: and it cost the sume of o1/. o7s. 06d.

“ Baptism, Matrimony, and the Winding Sheet,
As Times do come, Within this book do meet.
CORNELIUS MARSH”

The following entries respecting the Register Stamp Act
of 1783 in the register of Whittlesey St. Mary, Cambs :—

“1783, Oct. In the beginning of this month the nasty three penny
Tax took place, and as I expect, from the great number of poor, and
the Rebellious Humour of the parishioners, to collect but few three-
pences I shall mark those that pay with V in the Baptisms and
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Burial. /V.B.—As people are most frequently openhearted on the day
of Marriage, I expect most of my parishioners will pay y° 3d on that
occasion. I shall therefore mark those that do not pay with a V.
I squeezed 3d from many a poor wretch ill able to give even so much

to Government I am afraid. I think I ought not to urge quite as
hard.”

The fees for the one year in the parish amounted to
A1, 0s. 9d., upon which the curate entered this further note :—

“Tis very much more than I expected or than I shall have next
year, for as Poverty is admitted as a plea, it will be frequently
urged.”

The beginning of the Christian year in England has been
subject to various changes. The year was reckoned from
Christmas Day, 25th December, after the sixth century
until 1066; from 1st January to 31st December, from 1067
to 1155 ; from the Annunciation, 25th March to 24th March,
1153t0 1750-51 ; from 25th March to 31st December, in 1751 ;
and from Ist January to 31st December, from 1st January
1752 up to the present time. The last of these changes was
brought about pursuant to Statute 24 Geo. II, c. 23; the
alteration excited a great deal of comment, adverse and
otherwise, particularly with regard to the omission of eleven
days in September, to bring about a true balance of the
calendar. It is not therefore surprising to find occasional
reference to this subject in the church registers. The follow-
ing entries occur in the books of All Saints, Northampton :—

“1452, Jan. Whereas the supputation of the year of Our Lord,
(in the Church of England) did heretofore begin on the 25th
day of March, it is now, by virtue of an Act of Parliament
passed in the z4th year of His Majesty’s reign and in the year
of Our Lord 1751 to begin on the first day of January.

“1752, Sept. According to an Act of Parliament passed in the
24th year of His Majesty’s reign, in the year of Our Lord
1751, the Old Style ceased on the second day of this month
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and the New takes place. So that all the eleven intermediate
nominal days from the second to the fourteenth are omitted, or
rather annihilated this year: and the month contains but nine-
teen days.”

A highly unusual note accompanies the first entry of
the year 1539 in the Chelmsford register book, which was
kept by Mr. Richard Wolston, the curate. Under the date
of 13th January 1539, Mr. Wolston writes :—

“ Beginning at the first Daye of Januarye after the maner of the
Astronymers and soe we truste to procede.”

Mr. Wolston was evidently far in advance of his times.
In the register of Whilton, Northants, is another ex-
ceptional calendar note at the end of the year 1737 :—

 /V.B.—Before this I began the year as the common almanack
does. But from this place shall follow the ecclesiastical year,
beginning on the 25th of March.”

A parish register ought to be no respecter of persons.
The clerk (using that term in its widest significance) ought
ever to bear in mind George Herbert’s line—

¢ All equall are within the Churches gate.”

The offices of the Church of England for Baptism,
Marriage, or Burial are identical, whether used for prince
or pauper, for peer or peasant. But those who made the
entries were by no means always of the opinion of the writer
in the register of Ruyton, Salop, who penned an appropriate
stanza beginning :—

‘““No Flatt’ry here, where to be born and die
Of rich and poor is all the history.”

Those who were best acquainted with original registers
cannot fail to be aware that they not infrequently find, as
they turn over the pages, certain entries written in a far
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larger and bolder text than the remainder. On examination
it will always be found that the register writer has been
vulgar enough to reserve this prominent big lettering for the
great people or squires of the parish. This vulgarity is usually
more noticeable in seventeenth or eighteenth century register
books than in earlier examples; but it is occasionally to be
found in those of Elizabethan date. A single example will
suffice ; the register book of Elland, Yorks, has the following
entries in great staring lettering :—

“1566. Henricus Savile de Stainland gen. sepult. 1z Oct.

“156%. Johes Thornell de Fixbie Gen. sepultus 27 Aprill.

“1582—3. Jana Filia Johis Savile de Bradley Ar. baptiz.
16 February.” :



CHAPTER 111
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS FORMULARIES

Much Wenlock Register—Death of Henry viii—Accession of
Edward vi, Mary, and Elizabeth—Bidding Prayer of 1545—
Use of English Service femp. Edward vi—Commonwealth

changes

XTRACTS from the register of Thomas Butler, vicar
E of Much Wenlock, beginning 26th November 13538,
and ending zoth September 1562, transcribed by that
careful antiquary, the late Rev. C. Hartshorne, were printed in
the Cambrian Journal in 1861. This early register, written
on paper in a clear bold hand, was unhappily destroyed in the
fire that consumed the mansion of Sir Watkin W, Wynne,
at Wynnstay, in 1859, where of course this parochial register
had no business to be stored. This register, judging from
the fairly full extracts fortunately taken by Mr. Hartshorne,
was most exceptionally interesting in the full comments it
supplied as to the religious changes of the reigns of
Henry vii1, Edward vi, Queen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth,
and of incidents connected with the latter days of the
Cluniac Priory of Wenlock, which held the advowson of the
vicarage of the adjacent parish church up to the time of its
dissolution.
The Monastery of Wenlock, as stated in this register,
surrendered on the morrow of the Conversion of St. Paul,

1539

The register stands out so distinctly and individually in
25
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the character and freedom of its entries, that it seems better
in this place to print the selected excerpts in a collective
form and in chronological order, rather than break them up
among the subsequent sections. It is somewhat singular to
note that Vicar Butler, appointed to his living by the monks
of the priory, and with his natural leanings to the unreformed
faith, could reconcile it with his conscience to follow out the
various changes in tongue and services that occurred during
the twenty-two years that he kept this parish register. The
vicarage was but of slight value, and it is not necessary
to think that he retained the post of parish priest from
merely mean motives. He may have enjoyed the responsi-
bility and prominence of the position, but it is kinder to
believe that Sir Thomas Butler, in common with others of
the old priests, recognised that the main essentials of creed
and worship remained the same under the varied changes,
and that it was his duty to do the best he could for the flock
he had been called upon to serve during this upheaval of
formularies.

It must have caused him deep pain to record the burning,
on 7th November 1547, of the bones of St. Milburge, to
whom the priory was dedicated, and he made the bare
entry in Latin. There is unrestrained joy about his long
notice in English of the accession of Queen Mary, and of the
dates on which the various Latin services, after the Sarum
Use, were resumed, and genuine sorrow when the time came
for recording the death of that Queen. But the simple way
in which he at the same time urged his flock to rejoice over
the accession of Elizabeth, and to join in the local festivities,
is pleasant reading, whilst one of his latest entries states
that the celebration of the Divine Service in the “ Englysh
Tonge” was once more begun on 25th June 1559.

“12 March 1540-1. Thro lycens was christened at Wylley, Agnes
the daughter of Ric. Charlton of this towne of Wenlok and of
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Jane his wife, gossibes were Sir Thomas Butler of Wenlok,
aforesaid Vicar, and mistress Agnes wif of Maistr Ric. Lacon,
Lord of Wylley aforesaid, and wif of Wm. Davys of Apley
Lode.

“ Memorandum that the 1oth day of this instant month of Febry. in
the year of our Lord 1541, here was buried W™ Lowe a
Cheshire man born, which William was a lad of 18 years of age
or thereabouts, cast by the verdict of 1z men at the s Sessions
holden here before the s? Justices the day as it is written in
the last of the leaf next preceding, which Sessions were pro-
rogued till friday because of the absence of the ordinary, foras-
much as the s* William desired the Priviledge of the Church,
saying that he could read; and on friday the 1oth day of this
february, when the Justices were sitting, the Ordinary Mr.
George Dycher parson of Stretton, Dean of this Deanery, being
ready in presence. It was found he was no Clerk, and so was
put to execution of the law and buried the same day, confessing
openly both in the Hall and at the place of Execution on the
Edge Top that he had robbed divers persons of their goods.

“1541-2, 5 Feb’. Agnes Pyner a poore woman of thage of
vi score er old and above as shee sayed unto h* Gostly fad".
S* Richard Doghty who mynistred the blessed sicméts of
thaltar unto her to dayes befor her departing.

“1542, 17th June. John Mynsterley thrise bailiff of this borowe
of Moch Wenlok whose corpus lyeth humate in this parish
churche of the most holy Trinite befor the first stepp to the
Pulpitt befor thimage of our Lady of Pitie and Elizabeth his
wif lyeth ther buryed uppd the right hand of him southwards.

“1542, 5 Nov. on Sonday aft" the feste of Alhallows ali
Saincts in this parish Church sange his first Masse, S* Rychard
the Son of John Doughty of Burton w'in this parish and of
Julyane his wif, at whose said first Massinging was offered to
his use a p’sent.

“1543—-4, Feb. 21. Here was buried out of the Almhouses
John Treessingham, a Cheshire man born, an aged lame man,
for on Saturday before his departing, he said unto me, Sir
Thomas Butler, Vicar of the Church of the Holy Trinity of
Moch Wenlock, that he was of the age of seven score years,
and I said it could not be so, and he was, as he said, of the
age of four score years at the Battle of Blower Heath, and
since that, there were three score years (count altogeder said
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he, and ye shall find seven score years, rather more than less),
and said also that some time he was servant to the old Sir
Gilbert Talbot, Knt. at the manor of Blakemore besides
Whitchurch.

“1542-3, 5 March. Agnes daughter of John Chistoke departed,

somtyme deacon or Clerk of this Churche, who departed of
the pestilens the first day of September in the er of our Lord
God MDxxxij who was a full honest server of the Churche and
taught scolers playne song and prick song full well so that the
churche was well served in his tyme ; buryed he was in the
churche yard on the knapp uppon the right hand as ye entre
into the Porche abowte vij cloth yards fr6 the porch, whose
sowle God Almighty take to mcy. Amen.

““1544, 15 Sep. John Gogh at that tyme Curate otherwise

called S* John Castle sdtyme moncke in monastre of St.
Milbge preSctor in Moch Wenlok and prior of the cell in
Preen, the last Priest that ther was whose body is buryed.

“1546, 26 May. Here was buryed out of the Strete called

Mardfold out of the two Tenements nexte unto Sanct Owens
Well on the same side of the well, the body of S* Will™
Corvehill Priest, of the Service of O blessed Lady St.
Marie, within the Churche of the holy Trinite &c. which two
hows beldging to the said S¥ice he had i his occupacion,
w* their apperten and parte of his wages, which was viij
markes, and the said hows in an overplus: whose body was
buryed in the chancell of our blessed Ladie befor thalt® under
the Ston in the myddle of the said altare, upon the left hande
as ye treade and stand on the heighest steppe of the thre, befor
the said altare; whose fete streche forth und® the said
altare to the wall in the Eest of thaltare, the body ther lying
wtin the Erth in a tomb of lyme and ston which he caused

- to be made for himselfe for that intent ; after the reryng and

buldyng of the new Ruff of the said chansell, which rering
framyng and new reparyng of thaltare and chancell was doi
throw the councill of the said Sir W™ Corvehill, whoo was
excellently and singularly experte in dy¥se of the vij liberal
sciences and especially in geometre, not greatly by speculacon,
but by experience ; and few or non of handye crafte but that
he had a very gud insight in them, as the making of Organs,
of a clocke and chimes, an in kerving, in Masonrie, and
weving of Silke, an in peynting; and noe instrumente of
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musike beyng but that he coulde mende it, and many gud
ghifts the man had, and a very paciant man, and full honeste
in his conversacon and lyvng; borne here, in this borowe of
Moche Wenlok and somtyme moncke in the monastrie of St.
Mylbge here. Two brethren he had. One called Dominus
John, Monke in the said monastrie, and a Secular prieste
called S* Andrew Co<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>